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AFTERNOON SESSIONS 
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Protecting Green 
Infrastructure 

 
 

Barnaby Wylder 
Forestry Commission 

England 
 

 

L U N C H Risley Moss Tour  
 
 

 
Mersey Forest 

 
 
 
 

 

Valuing Green 
Infrastructure 

 
 

Paul Nolan OBE 
Mersey Forest 

Advocacy Workshop – 
How to Influence GI 

 
 

Chaired by TEP and The 
Land Trust 

Networking and 
Refreshments 
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Warrington New Town 50th anniversary.  A Legacy of Green Infrastructure 

  Francis Hesketh, The Environment Partnership,     Euan Hall The Land Trust 

 

Session Summary – This session will describe how the design principles for Warrington New Town have been carried through and adapted during 50 years of management, 

examining which are still relevant for today and what lessons masterplanners and landscape professionals can learn. 

Speakers’ Biography –  Francis Hesketh is the director of TEP and an Experienced ecologist, with a special interest in landscape design and arboriculture. Francis Left Edinburgh 

Uni in ‘83 to be a forester in Scotland, then continued his work at the Afghan border with TEARFund to do community woodlots. His career brought him home to be an ecologist, 

first with Gillespies, then Merseyside Councils. Co-founded TEP in ’97. 

Euan Hall is a Chartered Surveyor with over 30 years’ experience in Economic Development and Regeneration. Euan has been Chief Executive of The Land Trust since launch in 

2004, driving the growth of the Trust, which now owns over 2,000 hectares of public open spaces and £140m of investments. Prior to this; he was Divisional Director at English 

Partnerships (now Homes and Communities Agency) with responsibility for the £400m National Coalfields Programme.  The Land Trust, which he has led since its inception, 

provides cost effective and sustainable management solutions for parks, public open spaces and green infrastructure. Euan is a strong advocate for long term investment in 

public open spaces and over the last thirteen years, has driven The Land Trust in building its robust model for successfully managing public open space in a sustainable way, 

delivering health, educational, environmental, economic and social benefits to communities. 
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Green Infrastructure, A Developers Perspective 

      Jo Holden, Peel Holdings 

 

Session Summary – As a major landowner and developer in the North West, Peel Land and Property Group has many opportunities to informally incorporate green 

infrastructure into its regeneration projects. Over the last 12 months, Peel Land and Property Group has been looking into a more formal methodology that developers could 

use to deliver “net gain” for the environment and local communities as part of the placemaking process, to assist with future National Planning Policy Framework 

requirements. This session will give an overview of Peel’s suggested natural capital assessment methodology and outline the work of the Greater Manchester Biodiversity 

Net Gain Task Group, with the latter looking to implement a city region delivery mechanism for biodiversity net gain in the next 12 months.  

Learning Outcomes 

1. Embrace net gain assessment early in the masterplanning phase to ensure cost-efficient, sustainable outcomes 
2. Good spatial data and quantitative analysis are effective at demonstrating where and why ecosystem services are needed and therefore justifying the correct placement 

of green infrastructure in a development 
3. A standardised methodology for net gain assessment will yield the greatest benefits for all stakeholders 
 

Speaker Biography – Jo Holden BSc (Hons) MSc, MIEMA, CEnv, Sustainability Manager, Peel Land and Property Group 
 

Jo is a chartered environmentalist and believes she has the best sustainability job in the North, leading on all aspects of sustainability for the Peel Land and Property Group, 

which holds 37,000 acres of land and a £2.3 billion property portfolio across the UK. Jo’s remit covers corporate social responsibility strategy, overseeing the ISO 50001 

energy management system and leading on a pioneering natural capital project to show how environmental net gain could be delivered by the development sector. 
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Before joining Peel in 2016, Jo worked for the Environment Agency and prior to that managed environmental matters for a large DIY retailer for 10 years, where she helped 

the company to significantly increase the sustainable timber in its supply chains as well as halve its use of horticultural peat in gardening products. 

Firmly believing that a collaborative approach between stakeholders is the key to delivering sustainable outcomes for the environment and communities, Jo works with a 

range of groups across the North West, including Defra’s Greater Manchester (GM) Urban Pioneer Project, Local Nature Partnerships, the GM Net Gain Task Group and the 

GM Natural Capital Investment Plan Advisory Group. 
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Contribution of green infrastructure to health and wellbeing  

       Dr Rebecca Lovell, University of Exeter 

 

Session Summary –   The Government now recognises that ‘Green and blue spaces in our built environment are essential to health and happiness’ and, as a result, wants to 

encourage the creation of more health promoting green infrastructure. This session will discuss the evidence that underpins the new 25 Year Plan for the Environment, 

focusing on what we do (and don’t yet) know about the role of green infrastructure in improving health and reducing inequalities, and asking how it can be best used to 

address some of the key health challenges facing the UK.  

Learning outcomes:  

1. Current health and wellbeing pressures in the UK  
2. State and extent of the evidence linking green infrastructure and health outcomes 
3. Implications of the evidence for green infrastructure provision and management  

 

Speaker Biography – Becca is a Research Fellow in Biodiversity and Health at the European Centre for Environment and Human Health at the University of Exeter Medical 

School. Becca focuses on synthesising and translating evidence of the links between nature and health for policy and practice and has undertaken related work for the World 

Health Organisation, CBD, GO Science, Defra, Natural England and the Forestry Commission. She is interested in the multiple roles of the natural environment in determining 

population health, ‘what works’ in environmental health interventions and the delivery of ‘green prescriptions’. Becca is currently working on how a better understanding of 

the social and health values of natural environments could inform decision making.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan
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Nature for Health, Interventions, Outcomes and Implications 

         Professor Zoe Knowles, Liverpool John Moores University 

 

Session Summary – This session will overview the role in which specialists from LJMU have interacted and supported The Mersey Forest with research and scholarly activity 
which underpins their interventions including Forest Schools and Nature for Health. The outcomes will be discussed and the implications for the sector explored. Given 
Professor Knowles expertise more broadly with regards to engagement initiatives and intervention/evaluation design for physical activity time is afforded to convey key 
topics, contemporary research, policies and initiatives with regard to getting people more active more often.   
 

Learning outcomes:  

1. To outline the role of University external engagement practice in supporting intervention design and evaluation for green and natural spaces State and extent of the 
evidence linking green infrastructure and health outcomes 

2. To review outcomes from the Natural Health Service Contemporary issues and methodologies within physical activity research 

Speaker Biography – Professor Zoe Knowles is a HCPC Registered Practitioner Psychologist; Associate Fellow of the British Psychological Society (AFBPsS) and Fellow of the 
British Association of Sport and Exercise Sciences (FBASES). She is the CPD Lead for the BASES Psychology Division. Zoe is the Public Engagement Lead for the School of Sport 
and Exercise Sciences at Liverpool John Moores University. Professor Knowles has several research interests including the psycho-social determinants of physical activity, the 
benefits of natural and active play, creative and qualitative methodologies with children and the design/evaluation of sport psychology interventions within youth sports. 
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Protecting Green Infrastructure 

            Barnaby Wylder, Forestry Commission 

 

Session Summary – As an exemplar of Green Infrastructure connecting People, Place and Nature the Mersey Forest has an impressive legacy but also faces many challenges.  

In this session we will be discussing trees with ill-health, how to report any suspicious tree symptoms, and discussing the biosecurity risks to green infrastructure and what 

we can do to mitigate this. 

Learning Outcomes: 

1. Awareness of biosecurity risks to green infrastructure, and potential actions to reduce the risk;  

2. Awareness of how to report ill-health in trees;  

3. Responding to the arrival of a serious pest or disease to green infrastructure, using ash dieback as an example. 

Speaker Biography – Barnaby has been a Tree Health Officer for Forestry Commission England since 2010.  His work includes operational, observational, scientific and 

horizon-scanning duties facilitating the delivery of Forestry Commission England’s strategy of the Protection of England's Trees, Woods and Forests. 
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Risley Moss Tour 

Mersey Forest 

 

Session Summary –  

Risley Moss Tour 
 
Risley Moss is a 80 Local Nature Reserve, with 40ha of mossland designated as a Special Area for Conservation. Managed by Warrington BC Ranger Service, the site is part of 
the lottery funded Carbon Landscape programme which has seen investment in the restoration of habitat and visitor infrastructure. 
 
The tour of the site will enable delegates to consider how some of the presentations from the morning session may be applied in practice. The site was created as a result of 
the new town, how does it relate to the development and needs of the wider Birchwood area today? How might natural capital thinking be applied? How is the area being 
used as a heath asset? 
 
The tour will also look at the range of habitats and species that can be found on site. 
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Valuing Green Infrastructure 

                Paul Nolan OBE, Mersey Forest 

 

Session Summary – The economic valuation of green infrastructure can help to demonstrate the impact of the natural environment on a range of issues including health and 
wellbeing, climate change adaptation and mitigation, water and air quality and tourism. 
 
Placing a monetary value on the natural environment is not universally welcomed. For some, monetisation of the benefits that we gain from the natural environment 
undermines and downplays the intrinsic value of nature. However, a pragmatic approach that suggests that ignoring these values risks more serious case whereby green 
infrastructure is given no value and so not considered in investment decisions. 
 
The development of thinking around natural capital continues to develop the valuation framework. It is likely that tools and models to provide data to value the natural 
environment will continue to develop and become more widely used in decision making. 
 
The session will provide a high level assessment for a range of tools that are currently used and a case study on the use of GI VAL, describing the plans for its development 
through the Urban GreenUP project, funded by Horizon 2020. 

 
 

Speaker Biography – Paul Nolan, OBE, is director of The Mersey Forest, where he has worked since 1994. The Mersey Forest is a long-term plan and programme of 

environmental regeneration that aims to get “more from trees”, using trees and woodlands to provide a wide range of benefits.  

He is a Member of the Institute of Chartered Foresters, Chair of the National Community Forest Partnership and Sefton Coast Partnership and assists with two Local Nature 

Partnerships. He chairs and coordinates the North West Green Infrastructure Think Tank and Forum.  
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Workshop – Influencing and Advocating the importance of Green Infrastructure.   

Placing trees at the heart of developers plans.  

Chaired by TEP and Land Trust 

 

Session Summary –  In this session we look at how to advocate green infrastructure and trees as a key component in developers’ plans. Considering the multiple benefits and 

risks associated with green infrastructure how do we deliver on current government aspirations and influence both the private and public sector to include GI in future 

development and planning requirements? 

This workshop will last for 30 minutes with 30 minutes for group feedback and debate.  

Things to consider in your group: 

1. What are the benefits of achieving this goal (sectoral and professional)? 

2. Who are the audience? 

3. Who needs to be involved? 

4. What will we produce? 

5. Resources needed to do this? 

6. How can we achieve this? 

7. Timescale?  
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS: 

 

     The Environment Partnership 

TEP is a multi disciplinary environmental consultancy. We have 130 staff with offices in Warrington, Gateshead, Market Harborough, London and Cornwall.  TEP’s services 

include environmental planning, landscape and visual assessment, environmental impact assessment, landscape and urban design, landscape masterplanning, landscape 

management and stewardship, ecology, arboriculture, BREEAM (Biodiversity) assessment, green infrastructure, archaeology and heritage and geographic information 

systems.  

Established in 1997, TEP is active across the UK, undertaking commissions for a wide range of clients, including government bodies, private developers, local authorities and 

charitable trusts. 

TEP is an Investor in People to Gold Standard and operates a quality management system accredited to ISO EN 9001:2015 and a health and safety management system 

accredited to OHSAS 18001:2007. We have a robust environmental policy accredited to ISO 14001:2015 and consider the fair trade aspects of our business.  We were the 

first UK consultancy to be carbon neutral under BS PAS2060. 

 

                    The Land Trust 

The Land Trust vision is to improve the quality of people’s lives by creating sustainable, high quality green spaces that deliver environmental, social and economic benefits. 

Passionate about identifying cost effective solutions to deliver high quality and sustainably maintained open space,  The Land Trust work with land owners who, for a variety 

of reasons, want to pass on responsibility (and often liability) for the management of an area of land. Ahead of taking responsibility and ‘ownership’ we will identify and 

https://thelandtrust.org.uk/who-we-work-with
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secure appropriate long-term funding (often in perpetuity) and management regimes, ensuring that the site has a sustainable future as green open space and crucially that it 

delivers against our charitable objectives. 

Now having ownership or long term management responsibility for over 2,000 ha of land with more than 60 spaces across England, The Land Trust are currently working on 

taking our first sites in Scotland. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS 

                      The Mersey Forest 

The Mersey Forest is a growing network of woodlands and green spaces across Cheshire and Merseyside, which has been creating 'woodlands on your doorstep' for 25 years. 

Our story starts back in the early 1990s, when 12 areas of England were chosen to be the focus of long-term tree planting programmes to improve the local environment for 

the benefit of people, wildlife and the economy. The largest of these designated Community Forest areas covers more than 500 square miles of Merseyside and North 

Cheshire (see map) and was named The Mersey Forest. 

  

Since then, through community and partnership working The Mersey Forest Partnership has planted more than 9 million trees – equivalent to five new trees for every person 

living within the Forest area. Praised as a "visionary concept", our 'more from trees' approach brings a whole host of environmental, health and economic benefits. 

 

 
 
 

https://www.communityforest.org.uk/
https://www.merseyforest.org.uk/about/the-forest-in-your-area/
https://www.merseyforest.org.uk/about/who-creates-the-forest/
https://www.merseyforest.org.uk/about/how-we-benefit-the-environment/
https://www.merseyforest.org.uk/about/how-we-benefit-people/
https://www.merseyforest.org.uk/about/how-we-benefit-the-economy/
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                 The Institute of Chartered Foresters 

The Institute of Chartered Foresters (ICF) is the UK’s Royal Chartered professional body offering the Chartered Forester and Chartered Arboriculturist titles. The Institute's 

Mission is to raise professional standards in forestry and arboriculture throughout the UK.  

The Institute of Chartered Foresters (ICF) was founded in 1925 as the Society of Foresters of Great Britain. It was incorporated by Royal Charter in 1982, becoming the 

Institute of Chartered Foresters. Its objectives have always been: the maintenance and improvement of the standards of practice and understanding of all aspects of forestry 

and arboriculture, the protection of the public interest and the promotion of the professional status of Foresters and Arboriculturists in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland 

and Wales. Now approaching 100 years of its existence and with nearly 1800 members, ICF has undertaken its remit with a determination to support the tree management 

professions while promoting the proper care and management of forests, woodlands and trees throughout the UK. 

 

 


