
1 

LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE CPD DAY – 2 OCTOBER 2017        Room names available on the day 
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4:00 – 5:00 pm 

HOW THE SELECTION OF 
PAVING MATERIALS AND 
DESIGN DETAIL ENABLE 
TRANSPORT LINKS TO BE 
INCORPORATED INTO THE 
PUBLIC REALM -  
BIRMINGHAM NEW STREET 
STATION * 
Mathew Haslam, Hardscape, 
and  Graham Woodward, 
Atkins 

HUMANS, HABITAT AND 
HEALTH: THE ROLE OF THE 
LANDSCAPE PROFESSION  
Marcus Grant, WHO 
European Healthy Cities 
Network, Design Council 
CABE and SHINE Bristol 
Health Partners 
 
 
 

BETTER BID WRITING -CAN YOU 
AFFORD NOT TO GO?  
David Gourlay, Hall Aitken 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUMANS, HABITAT AND 
HEALTH: THE ROLE OF THE 
LANDSCAPE PROFESSION  
Marcus Grant, Expert 
Advisor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BETTER BID 
WRITING -CAN 
YOU AFFORD NOT 
TO GO?  
David Gourlay, Hall 
Aitken 
 
 
 
 
 

A NORDIC APPROACH TO 
STREET FURNITURE  
Romy Rawlings, Vestre  
 
 
 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS 
OF SOIL SCIENCE TO 
LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 
Tim White, Tim O’Hare 
Associates  
 
 

HOW TO ENGAGE IN A BIM PROJECT  
Mike Shilton, Keysoft Solutions Ltd 
 
 
 
 
 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS 
OF SOIL SCIENCE TO 
LANDSCAPE 
CONSTRUCTION 
Tim White, Tim O’Hare 
Associates 
 

HOW TO ENGAGE 
IN A BIM PROJECT  
Mike Shilton, 
Keysoft Solutions 
Ltd 
 
 

 SuDS – ‘GETTING IT RIGHT’ 
ON SITE 
Sue Illman, Illman Young 
Landscape Design Limited 
 
 
 

MARKETING YOURSELF AS A 
LANDSCAPE PROFESSIONAL 
Peter Wilder, Wilder Associates  
 
 
 
 

SuDS – ‘GETTING IT RIGHT’ 
ON SITE 
Sue Illman, Illman Young 
Landscape Design Limited 
 
 
 

MARKETING 
YOURSELF AS A 
LANDSCAPE 
PROFESSIONAL 
Peter Wilder, 
Wilder Associates  
 

 INCLUSIVE DESIGN AND 
INCLUSIVITY APPRAISALS 
David McKenna, IBI Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW THE SELECTION OF PAVING 
MATERIALS AND DESIGN DETAIL 
ENABLE TRANSPORT LINKS TO BE 
INCORPORATED INTO THE PUBLIC 
REALM - SNOW HILL MIDLAND 
METRO AND COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 
Mathew Haslam and Dave Lowe, 
Hardscape  

INCLUSIVE DESIGN AND 
INCLUSIVITY APPRAISALS 
David McKenna, IBI Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A NORDIC 
APPROACH TO 
STREET 
FURNITURE  
Romy Rawlings, 
Vestre 
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A NORDIC APPROACH TO STREET FURNITURE  

Session summary: This CPD covers an introduction to Scandinavian design, technical details of the most 

commonly used materials, our approach to sustainability and a few case studies of Vestre products. 

Speaker biography: Romy Rawlings is a Chartered Landscape Architect whose 25-year career has been based 

in landscape design and consultancy, with the last 10 years being spent predominantly with landscape 

manufacturers. Romy is UK Business Development Manager at Vestre (Norway), Chair of the LI’s Diversity & 

Inclusivity working group, and member of the LI’s Technical Committee (including the BIM Working Group).  

 

BETTER BID WRITING - CAN YOU AFFORD NOT TO GO? 
 
Session summary: Guidance on how to apply more successfully for project funds, including the principles of 

good bid-writing, key steps to plan your applications, the wider aspects of investment readiness and the 

tools to develop a bid-writing checklist and action plan. 

Speaker biography: David Gourlay is a Director at Hall Aitken, a leading economic development consultancy. 

He has many years’ experience of applying for and delivering funded projects that deliver community 

benefit.  He previously managed a European Structural Fund programme that allocated ERDF funding to 

improve public spaces.  He has diagnosed investment readiness capacity of many projects for The Big Lottery 

Fund and he has experience of the Heritage Lottery Fund Parks for People programme and greenspace 

projects supported by Groundwork and Sport England. He helped projects as part of the £300m myplace 

programme refine their business plans and attract further funding. He has supported and trained staff to 

understand contract readiness and write better bids to win further funding in a variety of fields from public 

realm improvements, public health, arts to sport and physical activity. 

 

HOW THE SELECTION OF PAVING MATERIALS AND DESIGN DETAIL ENABLE TRANSPORT LINKS TO BE 

INCORPORATED INTO THE PUBLIC REALM - BIRMINGHAM NEW STREET STATION (AM) AND SNOW HILL 

MIDLAND METRO AND COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (PM)  * DELEGATES ATTENDING THE MORNING SESSION OF 

THIS CPD MUST REGISTER AT 8:30, AS THE SESSION COMMENCES AT 9:00 AM 

Session summary (morning): The final stage of the £750m redevelopment of Birmingham’s New Street 

station was completed with the official opening by HRH Queen Elizabeth II in November 2015. Since then, 

the station has become a thriving hub for commuters and locals alike.  As part of the redevelopment, 

working with Atkins, Hardscape supplied a range of hard landscaping materials for the design of the 2440m2 

main concourse, which is five times the size of London Euston’s concourse. Join Hardscape and Atkins for an 

introduction to the scheme and a guided walking tour of the area to provide:  
- An insight into the thinking behind the design of the external concourses  

- An understanding of the reasons behind the selection of specific materials for the paving including Kobra, Crystal 

Black and Royal White granites  

- Exclusive insights into the creative processes behind the bespoke benches and war memorial 

- Examples of how complex logistical and technical requirements were overcome with innovative solutions 

- Best practice tips for paving materials and solutions for modern public realm schemes   

 

An estimated 170,000 passengers use the station daily – find out more about the processes behind making 

the station a destination in its own right.  
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Session summary (afternoon): The extension to Birmingham New Street from Snow Hill station (St Chads) 

was part of a £128 million project with a 21-strong fleet of trams and new stops at Snow Hill, Bull St, 

Corporation St and Grand Central completed in May 2016. As part of the redevelopment, working with 

Landscape Architects and Urban Designers; Hyland Edgar Driver, Hardscape supplied a range of hard 

landscaping materials focusing on the area around Bull Street Tram Stop and beyond. Join Hardscape for an 

introduction to the scheme and a guided walking tour of the area to provide:  
- An insight into the thinking behind the design of the area  

- An understanding of the reasons behind the selection of specific materials for the paving including Crystal Black and 

Magma granite  

- Exclusive insights into the creative processes behind the bespoke benches 

- Examples of how complex logistical and technical requirements were overcome with innovative solutions 

- Best practice tips for paving materials and solutions for modern public realm schemes   

While the latest extension covers a journey that can be walked in five minutes, its significance is far greater.  

It fits into a wider plan to connect Wolverhampton and Brierley Hill in the Black Country to Birmingham 

Airport and the HS2 station in Solihull. 

Speaker biographies: As a geology graduate, Mathew Haslam has always had a passion for natural materials 

and after gaining experience in exporting UK materials to mainland Europe and the Far East, he discovered 

his interest in paving and material supply to the hard landscape industry. This discovery was the catalyst that 

led Mathew to form Hardscape Products Ltd in 1994, where he is Managing Director. Since then, he has 

maintained an open approach to product supply, recommending materials sourced from a worldwide 

network of ethical and trusted suppliers to advise designers on a project-by-project basis. This collaborative 

and consultative approach goes beyond the obvious solution, enabling Mathew and his team to constantly 

challenge convention with new products and techniques. Mathew oversaw the delivery of the King’s Cross 

Square project and management of the supply chain for the material requirements.  

David Lowe graduated with an Applied Geology Degree at Leicester University in 1995 and after working in 

the Australian gold mining industry returned to the UK to join Hardscape in 2001, where he is currently 

Commercial Director. David is responsible for directing and management of all matters of sales and 

marketing working from Hardscape’s Midlands offices near Stratford-upon-Avon. His interest and 

involvement in Geology continues through Hardscape’s use of many natural stones from around the world. A 

keen amateur ornithologist, David has travelled globally in pursuit of rare and exotic species of birds insisting 

his pleasure may take him skyward from time to time but his passion for paving keeps his feet firmly on the 

ground. 

Graham Woodward has over 30 years’ experience in landscape design, public realm design, masterplanning 

and environmental assessment. He has worked in local authority and private practice in the UK and has also 

worked overseas in Australia, Hong Kong and the Middle East. As Regional Head (Midlands) at Atkins he is 

responsible for professional quality for a 70-strong team of landscape architects, urban designers and 

environmental assessment co-ordinators in the UK. He has been involved in many high profile projects 

including the £700m Birmingham New Street scheme and HS2 Country North between Banbury and 

Birmingham. He acts as an expert witness and until recently was Chair of the Landscape Institute Midlands, 

and is an occasional lecturer at Birmingham City University. He has over the last two years been a judge for 

the LI awards. 

 

HOW TO ENGAGE IN A BIM PROJECT 

Session summary: BIM is attempting to produce better performing landscapes, delivered on time and to 

budget. By attending this session you will understand how BIM can help achieve this and the benefits, and 
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challenges, that exist for implementing BIM within the design and management of landscapes, and the 

opportunities it offers in the future. You will discover how a BIM project differs from a traditional project, 

break through some of the BIM jargon and learn what you need to do prepare for a BIM project. You will 

hear what the LI has already achieved to support BIM within the profession and what is planned for the 

future. 

Speaker biography: Mike Shilton is the Chair of the LI Digital Practice Group and has been an active member 

of the Group since its inception in 2012. Mike contributed to the BIM for Landscape book, which he helped 

project manage to publication, and has been heavily involved with its subsequent promotion. Mike has been 

working with other experts to offer advice and guidance to the profession in respect of BIM and emerging 

digital techniques in relation to landscape design and construction. He is a Chartered Member of the 

Landscape Institute and Product Director at Keysoft Solutions, where he provides the focus for future 

development of their BIM-enabled traffic management and landscape design software. 

 

HUMANS, HABITAT AND HEALTH: THE ROLE OF THE LANDSCAPE PROFESSION 

Session summary: According to the public health literature we have created obesogenic, depressongenic 

and potential pathogenic urban environments. Why don’t we put as much care for health into human 

habitats as we do for habitat creation for other species?  As landscape professionals this should concern us; 

we are in pole a position to show leadership for change. The session will present a model that we can use to 

help our clients, our communities and ourselves. We will look at the Landscape Institute’s position paper on 

public health and landscape in relation to our own work. Following an outline of the public health world, we 

will discuss barriers to creating healthier human habitats and how to align our work with other stakeholders 

for success. 

Speaker biography: With a background in ecological systems, Marcus Grant works as an urban designer and 

landscape architect in the fields of healthy people and planetary health. Marcus is a former associate 

professor and deputy director of the World Health Organisation’s Collaborating Centre for Healthy Urban 

Environments, he has worked with the WHO European Healthy Cities Network for over 15 years. He is co-

author of Shaping Neighbourhoods for Local Health and Global Sustainability (2010) and The Routledge 

Handbook of Planning for Health and Well-Being (2015). Marcus is editor-in-chief of a new academic journal 

Cities & Health and an expert advisor to the WHO. 

 

INCLUSIVE DESIGN AND INCLUSIVITY APPRAISALS 

Session summary: An introduction to inclusivity appraisals as best practice for landscape design and public 

realm projects, promoting a balanced and qualitative approach to design that improves the experience of all 

users. 

Speaker biography: David McKenna works as a Chartered Landscape Architect at IBI Group but is also a 

Chartered Engineer. He has been a landscape architect for 19 years and now leads the Landscape Team at IBI 

Group, he was an engineer for 7 years prior to retraining. David draws on his engineering knowledge and 

experience to take a bold, creative, yet practical approach to design and to communicate effectively with 

other professionals. He has developed particular experience in the design of streets and spaces for people 

whilst accommodating vehicles. David sits on the LI Technical Committee. 
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MARKETING YOURSELF AS A LANDSCAPE PROFESSIONAL 

Session summary: Email, print, website, social media, VLOG or BLOG? Most practices can’t afford to hire a 

full time marketing professional. So how do you raise your profile in a market increasingly saturated with 

information? Which medium suits your practice profile? Establishing a brand and routes to target markets 

will be covered in this quick-fire presentation to shortcuts in effective communication to help landscape 

professionals raise their profile in a market increasingly saturated with information. 

Speaker biography: Peter Wilder has studied horticulture in Australia and the USA before studying at the 

University of Greenwich in London. In 2003 he set up Macfarlane Wilder and in 2012 established Wilder 

Associates. Throughout his career he has had a particular fascination with water and this is reflected in the 

work of the practice integrating surface water management and sustainable design principles into the public 

realm and buildings. He has lectured and spoken at conferences all over the world including USA, Brazil, 

China, Poland, Germany, Lithuania, Australia and the UK. In 2012 he became an Associate of the Building 

Research Establishment, heading up many large-scale urban design projects in China. In 2013 he was 

appointed as Strategic Landscape Architect for the Hampstead Heath Ponds Project by the City of London. 

 

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF SOIL SCIENCE TO LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 
 
Session summary: The session will cover a range of soil topics that are relevant to current landscape design 
and construction. Starting with some basic principles of soil science, the session will move on to discuss tree 
pit considerations and soil depths. It will also review various systems used for trees in hardscape and soil 
requirements for wildflower grassland establishment. Finally, an overview of BS3882:2015, highlighting some 
of its limitations. 
 
Speaker biography: Tim White is a Senior Associate at Tim O’Hare Associates. He studied ecology / biology 
and environmental science to MSc level and has been a Soil Scientist for over 18 years. He has worked on a 
wide variety of projects and provides soil survey and assessment services, as well as practical advice on 
issues of soil use and management for landscape purposes. Continuing his strong interest in ecology, he 
specialises in the use of soils for species-rich habitat creation.  
 
 
SuDS – ‘GETTING IT RIGHT’ ON SITE 
 
Session summary: Whilst getting the design and detailing of SuDS is crucial, construction is equally 
important, and ‘Getting it right’ may be a key factor in having your scheme adopted.  Whilst we all 
understand the complexities of site works, SuDS add their own particular requirements and constraints.  As 
Lead Author for the new SuDS Construction Guidance, published by CIRIA, Sue will share the key issues with 
you to avoid ‘What can go wrong’. Learning outcomes: 
- Understanding the key issues in SuDS construction from initial site planning to handover 
- What needs to be considered if and when VE occurs or the contractor suggests substitutes 
- Why site management is critical to timely and effective construction 
- How the guidance addresses individual site components 
- How to deal with specific site problems 
- What you need to check and when 
- Learn from others’ mistakes to avoid repeating them! 

Speaker biography: Sue Illman is Managing Director of Illman Young, a landscape architectural practice 
based in Cheltenham, and was President of the LI from 2012-2014. Whilst her practice works across most 
planning and development sectors, she is probably best known for her advocacy work promoting integrated 
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water management and SuDS through inter-professional collaboration. Catchment management alongside 
the integration of grey, green and blue in our urban landscape has never been more relevant, and is a 
subject that Sue continues to promote; a role that has been recognised in her current position as Champion 
for Flood Mitigation and Resilience on behalf of the Construction Industry Council (CIC). Sue was an author of 
the new SuDS Manual, launched in November 2015, and is currently lead author developing the new SuDS 
Construction guidance for CIRIA.  
 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS: 

Hardscape: With over 20 years’ experience, technical expertise and a wide range of hard landscaping 

materials on offer, Hardscape provides inspiration for landscape architects and design professionals for the 

urban landscape.  

Hardscape handpicks ethically sourced hard landscaping materials to help create visionary urban spaces that 

stand out from ‘me too’ paving options while being delivered within the required budget. Products are 

recommended on a project-by-project basis and sourced from worldwide network of ethical and trusted 

suppliers and our in-house technical support and production design teams ensure the correct material 

specifications. Our collaborative and consultative approach goes beyond the obvious solution and we 

constantly challenge convention with new products and techniques.  

We have four strategically-based showrooms in the UK with displays and examples of previous projects along 

with up-to-date digital facilities to make the material selection process simpler and available to all within the 

project delivery team. 

The end result is often award-winning, visionary schemes that feature high-quality, materials of a plethora of 

types that meet, or indeed exceed, the original design aspirations. 

 

Vestre: Vestre is one of Europe's leading manufacturers of outdoor furniture, and has its head office in Oslo. 

Collaborating with leading Scandinavian designers, Vestre has helped create inclusive, social and democratic 

meeting places for 70 years. Our products are manufactured in Norway and Sweden, using locally available 

and environmentally friendly materials, to consistently high standards. Our approach ensures longevity, 

minimal maintenance, and as small a carbon footprint as possible. We have set ourselves the goal of 

becoming the world's most sustainable outdoor furniture manufacturer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


